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DAHMER TRIAL 
JURORS RETIRE 

Panel Deliberates for Six 

IdM Hour> 

MERIDIAN, Miss. (AP) - 
The jury deliberating the gov- 
ernment’s case against 10 Ku 
Klux Klansmen charged with 
plotting the fatal firebomb at- 
tack on Negro leader Vernon 
Dahmer, retired Friday at 9:17 
p. m., more than six hours after 
it began deliberations. 

U.S. District Court Judge 
Dan Russell said deliberations 
would resume at 8:30 a. m. 
Saturday. 

Russell submitted the case to 
the jury of six men and six 
women at 2:52 p. m. Friday 
after a day of legal arguments 
by attorneys and instruction* 
from the bench. 

Judge Dan Russell sub- 
mitted the case to the jury of 
six men and six women at 
2:52 p. m. after a day of 
legal arguments by the at- 
torneys and instructious from 
the judge. 

Justice Department attorney 
Robert Owen told the all-white 
jury that Dahmer was the vic- 
tim of a Klan plot. 

“This outrage which was 
visited on a Negro family was 
conceived by the leaders of an 
ultra secret organization for 
their own warped sense of pres- 
tige,” he said. 

IMAGE CONSIDERED 
Defendant Sam IL Bowers 
Jr., reported then imperial 
wizard of the White Knights of 
the KKK, wanted to enhance 
his image before testifying be- 
fore the House Un-American 
Activities Committee, Owen 
said. 

After describing the me- 
chanics of the planning and 
the actual raid on Jan. 10, 
1966, Owen said: 

“None of us can imagine the 
terror there must have been in 
their house.” 

He lashed out at the Klan’s 
claims of an invisible empire 
and said it held that “people 
are members, killings are num- 
bers, projects are numbers.” 
WEIGH EVIDENCE 
He told the jury that the 


prosecution witnesses weic uov 
Sunday school teachers. But if 
you weigh all the evidence, both 
good and bad, by the govern- 
ment you will find Sam Bow- 
ers, Deavours Nix and their 
underlings guilty of the crime 
as charged.” 

Bowers beaded a Laurel 
amusement company, while 
Nix, reputed Klan investiga- 
tor, operated a Laurel cafe. 
Owen noted that “Bowers 
didn’t go (on the firebomb raid 
itself) but ordered it done. Nix 
did about the same thing.” 
Defense Attorney Lawrence 
Arrington, who spearheaded the 
final arguments, concentrated 
on discrediting the testimony of 
former Klansmen Billy Roy 
Pitts and T. Webber Rogers, 
who were top government wit- 
nesses. 

TESTIMONY COST $7,000 
“It cost you as taxpayers ap- 
proximately $7,000 for Pitts’ 
testimony,” he said. “If you 
don’t think there was a deal 
made, then why did they take 
him out of the Arkansas State 
Prison and march him to the 
Alamo Plaza (tourist court in 
Jackson)? Why, the founding 
father’s of the state of Missis- 
sippi would roll over in their 
graves if they heard a story 
like Pitts’ in a case in this 
state.” 

He said without the testl- 
mony of Pitta and Rogers, 
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“the government case falls 
flat on its face.” 

As you deliberate,” he said, 
“think of Mother’s Day and the • 
mothers In this courtroom. The. 
one thing that will always be on ~ 
your mind is remember the 
Alamo.” 

A number of the defendants . 
lad their wives and mothers in 
he courtroom. 

JURY IS WARNED 
In its final instructions to the 
jury, the judge warned the jury * 
that Klan membership alone, 
was not sufficient for conviction. 
Russell called the case “hard 
fought and well tried.” 

During the course of the . . 
trial, which began two weeks 
ago, the government witnesses 
told of Klan meetings at which * * 
the defendants played a part. 
They told how the firebomb- • 
raid was planned and carried ’ 
out. *'* 

Pitts testified he went on the ; 
raid itself. 

Other defendants were Charles 
Clifford Wilfeon, 36, vice-presi-^ 
dent of the State Jaycees when' 
arrested; Henry DeBoxtel, 21; * 
Howard T. Giles, 40; Frank' 
Lyons, 36; Charles R. Noble, 26; 
William T. Smith, 33; and 
Lester Thornton, 44. 

The defense witnesses wer^ 
largely called to furnish alibis * 
and vouch for the reputation of - 
the various defendants. 


